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More than 300 visually impaired persons from
across Odisha gathered at Orissa Association for
the Blind office, Bhubaneswar, to celebrate
International White Cane Day on 15th October
2022. An assemblage meeting was followed by a
foot rally which was taken out from the office of
the Orissa Association for the Blind to Sriya
Cinema Hall. During the rally, the participants
displayed placards with messages on the
importance of white cane in the lives of the
visually impaired. The event was organised by
Orissa Association for the Blind and VIEWS, a non-
profit organization, in collaboration with German
non-profit DKBW.

WHITE CANE DAY 
 OBSERVED IN ODISHA

About the importance of the day and issues of
visually impaired persons, Mr. Sanyasi Behera,
President of Orissa Association for the Blind,
said, “International White Cane day is
observed on 15th October every year as per
the mandate of UN General Assembly which
was initially adopted as a law to be observed
by American Congress. White cane is the
symbol of independence and empowerment
of blind people. It means white cane gives
recognition about the presence of blind
people in our society. There are 5,21,000 blind
people living in Odisha as per the last census
data. White cane is a mobility tool. Now smart
white canes are also available. There is a full-
fledged course i.e. Diploma in Mobility Science
to teach the white cane techniques to visually
impaired people. The instructors are called the
Orientation and Mobility Instructors. There are
10 District Disability Rehabilitation Centers
(DDRCs) in Odisha. All DDRCs are supposed to
have one Orientation and Mobility Instructor.
But in most of the places, the posts of
Orientation and Mobility Instructor are lying
vacant. There is no single manufacturing unit
to produce white cane or smart cane in
Odisha at present. There are no centers for the
repair and maintenance of white canes in
Odisha. There is only one marketing centre of
ALIMCO here. ALIMCO produces white cane in
Kanpur and getting white cane from there is a
very time-taking procedure. Thus the basic
need of visually impaired persons is not easily
available in Odisha. There should be
production, repair and maintenance centres
available in Odisha.”



AUDIOBOOKS
HELPING VISUALLY
IMPAIRED IN STUDY

Over 225 books from Class 6th to Post
Graduation for Odisha have been
recorded. 
A total of 20 school-level libraries of
audiobooks have been created. 
The project has reached out to more than
4200 visually impaired students in Odisha. 
State-level audiobook helpline and
national helpline set up in collaboration
with Eyeway, a non-profit organization.
Training on digital literacy and life skill
education imparted to visually impaired
students. 

Children with visual impairments face
disproportionate challenges in learning and by
the time they reach college, they are
significantly under-represented in science,
mathematics, and other disciplines. In the
schools for the visually challenged in Odisha,
students continue their struggle to learn not
only without sight but also without textbooks.
VIEWS has been developing audiobooks from
Class 6 to Post Graduation for the students as
per the state curriculum. Our team has been
establishing audio libraries at schools,
providing training to teachers, parents, and
students on the use of audiobooks, uploading
audiobooks in the national library
SugamPustakalya and addressing the needs
of the visually impaired students through a
dedicated helpline. VIEWS is a member of the
DAISY Forum of India (DFI) and gets technical
support from EyeWay for help desk services.



A great support to higher education
Nineteen-year-old Titu Das, a visually challenged student from Chinagudi Gai village in Ganjam district,
was in Class X when VIEWS team visited his school SBM School for the Blind, Nimapara. They told about
audiobooks and how those could help students in their studies. After an orientation about the use of
audiobooks, the VIEWS team gave out CDs and Pen drives containing the audiobooks to the school
teachers. Following this, Titu also got copies of the audiobooks on his class subjects. It made learning
easy for him and other students of the school. He did well in the Class X examination and passed out with
good marks. 

Titu, who aims to be a teacher, says, "Audiobooks were a great support to my education. I was not feeling
confident about my studies and passing out the matriculation examination was a daunting task for me.
But audiobooks made it easy. I had listened to all the audiobooks on Class X subjects many times. I have
taken admission in +2 Arts at RCM College in Khalikote. This time also I have received +2 Arts audiobook
set from VIEWS. Now I joined Intermediate (+2 Arts) at RCM College Khallikote and received +2 Arts
audiobooks set from VIEWS. I am s.ure that, again, this audiobook will help to complete my education and
get good marks in the examination. I believe with the help of audiobooks, I will come out with flying
colours in the +2 examination too."

CASE STUDY



"I attended the training organised by the VIEWS
team and gained the required knowledge for
raising a kitchen garden. After I prepared the land
for this purpose, they provided vegetable seeds
including eggplant, tomato, radish, chilly, etc. They
also provided a sprinkler for watering the plants.
Along with this, the VlEWS team also taught us
how to prepare an organic pesticide called Handi
Khata (organic pesticide). When the plants grew
and pests attacked the leaves and the
vegetables, I sprayed Handi Khata (organic
pesticide) to control them. It worked. Earlier, I had
to go to the market regularly to buy vegetables.
But after I started harvesting vegetables from my
kitchen garden, I didn't need to buy from the
market. Now I save at least Rs 1000 per month and
it has immensely helped my family." 

NUTRITION GARDENS
FOR HEALTHY
COMMUNITY
VIEWS has been promoting and supporting
communities in its operational area to set up
nutrition gardens for continuous supply of fresh
vegetables to their kitchen. After identification of
available land, the women are provided seeds and
tools besides training on organic manures and
pesticides to equip them to grow vegetables and
meet their nutritional needs. The project is being
implemented in 86 villages of Ganjam and Gajapati
districts.
About the project, Damayanti Dalei, a 49-year-old
woman from Patrapur block of Ganjam district, says,   



PROMOTING
IMPROVED
AGRICULTURAL
PRACTICES
This year, VIEWS is working with more
than 3500 farmers to enhance their
paddy production by applying
scientific methods and by changing
the management of plants, soil, water,
and nutrients to increase the yield. The
method brings about early, quick and
healthy plant growth, ensuring
improved soil quality with enriched
organic matter. VIEWS is promoting
the improved agricultural practices in
paddy cultivation in Gajapati and
Ganjam districts of Odisha.  
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